
A NOTICE TO PARENTS, GUARDIANS, and STAFF

Lead Testing of School Drinking Water

Safe and healthy school environments can foster healthy and successful children. To protect public 
health, the Public Health Law and New York State Health Department (NYS DOH) regulations require 
that all public schools test lead levels in water from every outlet that is being used, or could potentially be used, for
drinking or cooking. If lead is found any water outlet at levels above 5 parts per billion (ppb), which is
equal to 5 micrograms per liter (μg/L), the NYS DOH requires that the school take action to reduce the 
exposure to lead.

What is “first draw” testing of school drinking water for lead? 

The “on-again, off-again” nature of water use at most schools can raise lead levels in school drinking
water. Water that remains in pipes overnight, over a weekend, or over vacation periods stays in contact with 
lead pipes or lead solder and, as a result, could contain higher levels of lead. This is why schools are required 
to collect a sample after the water has been sitting in the plumbing system for a certain period of time. This 
“first draw” sample is likely to show higher levels of lead for that outlet than what you would see if you sampled
after using the water continuously.

What are the results of the first draw testing? 


